
101123KS4 English
Reading - Comprehension
Reading, understanding, interpreting and 
summarising information within a text

Reading for Meaning
STUDENT INTRODUCTION

 f The Isle of Wight Steam Railway is a working 
railway that shows us what the steam era of 
rail was like on the Isle of Wight. 

 f There are many documents that survive from 
the period of Steam Rail on the Isle of Wight. 
Can you work out what the meaning, purpose 
and context of this text document is?
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Questions
1.  What is the form and purpose of the text?

Understanding Railway Texts & Contexts
READING TASK

 9 Analyse why the text below, from 1845, was written, 
considering it from a critical perspective. 

 9 Read the text, thoroughly.
 9 Answer the questions on page 1&2. Your teacher 

may require you to write on this sheet, or on paper.

continued on page 2...
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Questions (continued...)
2. What do you think is happening on the Isle of Wight at the time (the context) that has produced this 
response?

3. Who is the audience for this petition?

4. Can you identify any bias? Give examples.

5. Emotive language and hyperbole are used here to emphasise the points raised. Give 3 examples of this 
below, in the form of quotations:

 

 

 

6. What other persuasive techniques are used here?  Give 2 examples.

7. What 2 main reasons are given as to why the railway should not be built? Use quotations in your answer.

8. What language is used metaphorically by the writer to suggest that islanders will 
be physically harmed by the railway, if it were to be built?


