
Pa
ge

 1
 o

f 2

1
0
0
5
1
6

TH
E 

CH
UR

CH
 T

RA
IL

 - 
CH

UR
CH

 O
F 

ST
 M

AR
Y,

 B
RI

GH
ST

ON
E

No
ta

bl
e 

fe
at

ur
es

Th
e 

ch
ur

ch
ya

rd
 is

 w
el

l c
ar

ed
 fo

r a
nd

 fu
ll 

of
 fl

ow
er

s a
lm

os
t a

ll 
ye

ar
.  T

he
 

ch
ur

ch
 d

oe
s n

ot
 h

av
e 

pe
w

s a
ny

 m
or

e 
bu

t s
ea

ts
 th

at
 ca

n 
be

 m
ov

ed
.  T

hi
s 

m
ea

ns
 th

at
 th

er
e 

ca
n 

be
 a

ll 
so

rts
 o

f d
iff

er
en

t e
ve

nt
s i

n 
th

e 
ch

ur
ch

.  F
or

 
ex

am
pl

e,
 a

t C
hr

ist
m

as
 th

er
e 

is 
a 

Ch
ris

tm
as

 T
re

e 
Fe

st
iva

l w
he

re
 e

ve
ry

on
e 

br
in

gs
 a

 tr
ee

 th
ey

 h
av

e 
de

co
ra

te
d.

  

O
ut

si
de

    
Th

er
e 

ar
e 

lo
ts

 o
f d

iff
er

en
t t

yp
es

 o
f g

ra
ve

 st
on

es
 in

 th
e 

ch
ur

ch
ya

rd
, b

ut
 th

ey
 a

re
 in

 ro
w

s w
hi

ch
 is

 u
nu

su
al

.  L
oo

k 
fo

r t
he

 o
ne

s t
ha

t 
ar

e 
co

nn
ec

te
d 

w
ith

 th
e 

se
a.

  A
lso

 th
e 

ch
ur

ch
ya

rd
 h

as
 lo

ts
 o

f y
ew

 tr
ee

s, 
w

hi
ch

 h
av

e 
re

d 
be

rri
es

, t
o 

re
m

in
d 

pe
op

le
 o

f C
hr

ist
’s 

bl
oo

d.

In
si

de
  S

t M
ar

y’s
 is

 ve
ry

 o
ld

 th
at

 m
ea

ns
 th

er
e 

ar
e 

lo
ts

 o
f i

nt
er

es
tin

g 
th

in
gs

 
to

 fi
nd

.  I
n 

th
e 

po
rc

h 
th

er
e 

ar
e 

se
at

s f
or

 th
e 

Su
nd

ay
 sc

ho
ol

 p
up

ils
 w

ith
 

br
ig

ht
ly

 co
lo

ur
ed

 ti
le

s b
el

ow
.  I

m
ag

in
e 

on
ly

 b
ei

ng
 a

bl
e 

to
 d

o 
to

 sc
ho

ol
 fo

r 
an

 h
ou

r a
 w

ee
k.

  In
sid

e 
ev

er
y w

in
do

w
 h

as
 st

ai
ne

d 
gl

as
s t

ha
t t

el
ls 

a 
Bi

bl
e 

st
or

y o
r a

 lo
ca

l e
ve

nt
.  B

ef
or

e 
pe

op
le

 co
ul

d 
re

ad
, p

ic
tu

re
s l

ik
e 

th
es

e 
w

ou
ld

 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

th
e 

ea
sie

st
 w

ay
 to

 le
ar

n.

Th
e 

or
ig

in
s o

f t
he

 ch
ur

ch
In

 th
e 

Ni
nt

h 
Ce

nt
ur

y t
hi

s p
ar

t o
f t

he
 Is

la
nd

 w
as

 g
iv

en
 b

y t
he

 K
in

g 
to

 th
e 

to
 th

e 
Bi

sh
op

 o
f W

in
ch

es
te

r. 
 T

hi
s t

el
ls 

us
 it

 m
us

t h
av

e 
be

en
 ri

ch
 a

nd
 

im
po

rta
nt

.  

W
e 

ca
nn

ot
 se

e 
an

yt
hi

ng
 o

f S
t M

ar
y’s

 c
hu

rc
h 

fro
m

 th
is 

tim
e.

  T
he

 fo
ur

 p
ill

ar
s 

as
 yo

u 
en

te
r d

at
e 

fro
m

 1
19

0.
  A

fte
r t

hi
s S

t M
ar

y’s
 w

as
 m

ad
e 

lo
ng

er
 a

nd
 

w
id

er
 b

ec
au

se
 it

 n
ee

de
d 

to
 h

ol
d 

m
or

e 
pe

op
le

. 

Th
e 

se
a 

is 
cl

ea
rly

 vi
sib

le
 fr

om
 th

e 
ch

ur
ch

 so
 w

ar
ni

ng
s o

f t
he

 e
ne

m
ie

s c
am

e 
fro

m
 B

rig
hs

to
ne

 in
 1

37
7 

an
d 

15
88

. 

Th
e 

Ch
ur

ch
 o

f S
t M

ar
y h

ad
 a

 st
or

e 
of

 a
rro

w
s a

nd
 p

ik
es

 to
 h

el
p 

de
fe

nd
 th

e 
isl

an
d.

  O
n 

th
e 

no
rth

 si
de

 o
f t

he
 c

hu
rc

h 
th

er
e 

w
as

 a
 p

la
ce

 to
 st

or
e 

th
e 

to
w

n 
ca

nn
on

.  

Th
e 

Vi
ct

or
ia

n 
pe

rio
d 

an
d 

aft
er

Ne
ar

 to
 S

t M
ar

y’s
 is

 a
 p

ub
 ca

lle
d 

th
e 

Th
re

e 
Bi

sh
op

s. 
 It

 h
as

 th
is 

na
m

e 
be

ca
us

e 
th

re
e 

of
 th

e 
m

en
 w

ho
 w

er
e 

pr
ie

st
s i

n 
Br

ig
hs

to
ne

 w
en

t o
n 

to
 

be
co

m
e 

bi
sh

op
s. 

 V
er

y f
ew

 p
rie

st
s b

ec
om

e 
bi

sh
op

s s
o 

fo
r t

hr
ee

 to
 a

ch
ie

ve
 

th
is 

fro
m

 a
 co

un
tr

y c
hu

rc
h 

is 
am

az
in

g.
  

Th
en

 in
 1

86
2 

W
ill

ia
m

 F
ox

 b
ec

am
e 

th
e 

pr
ie

st
 a

nd
 h

e 
ha

d 
an

 in
te

re
st

 in
 

di
no

sa
ur

 b
on

es
.  T

he
 B

ib
le

 d
oe

s n
ot

 m
en

tio
n 

di
no

sa
ur

s. 
 S

o 
fo

r a
 p

rie
st

 to
 

st
ud

y t
hi

ng
s n

ot
 in

 th
e 

Bi
bl

e 
w

as
 ve

ry
 ri

sk
y b

ec
au

se
 it

 su
gg

es
te

d 
th

at
 th

e 
Bi

bl
e 

do
es

 n
ot

 te
ll 

th
e 

w
ho

le
 tr

ut
h.

 

Lo
ts

 o
f d

in
os

au
r b

on
es

 a
re

 st
ill

 fo
un

d 
on

 th
e 

so
ut

h 
co

as
t o

f t
he

 Is
la

nd
.  



InsideOutside

Can you find these features at Church of St Mary, Brighstone?

Celtic Gravestones

Altar

Painted 
WindowSun Dial

Stained Glass Window

Piscina

Lectern

Decorative painted arch

Date Stone - 1190
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Decorative Encaustic Tiles

Candle Chandelier
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